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To deliver the European Green Deal, there is a need to rethink policies for clean energy supply 
across the economy, industry, production and consumption, large-scale infrastructure, transport, food and 
agriculture, construction, taxation and social benefits. To achieve these aims, it is essential to increase the 
value given to protecting and restoring natural ecosystems, to the sustainable use of resources and to 
improving human health. This is where transformational change is most needed and potentially most 
beneficial for the EU economy, society and natural environment. The EU should also promote and invest 
in the necessary digital transformation and tools as these are essential enablers of the changes. 

Transport accounts for a quarter of the EU’s greenhouse gas emissions, and still growing. To achieve 
climate neutrality, a 90% reduction in transport emissions is needed by 2050. Road, rail, aviation, and 
waterborne transport will all have to contribute to the reduction. Achieving sustainable transport means 
putting users first and providing them with more affordable, accessible, healthier and cleaner alternatives 
to their current mobility habits. 

Multimodal transport needs a strong boost. This will increase the efficiency of the transport system. 
As a matter of priority, a substantial part of the 75% of inland freight carried today by road should shift 
onto rail and inland waterways. This will require measures to manage better, and to increase the capacity 
of railways and inland waterways, which the Commission will propose by 2021. The Commission will 
also consider withdrawing and presenting a new proposal to revise the Combined Transport Directive to 
turn it into an effective tool to support multimodal freight operations involving rail and waterborne 
transport, including short-sea shipping. In aviation, work on adopting the Commission’s proposal on a 
truly Single European Sky will need to restart, as this will help achieve significant reductions in aviation 
emissions. 

Automated and connected multimodal mobility will play an increasing role, together with smart 
traffic management systems enabled by digitalisation. The EU transport system and infrastructure will be 
made fit to support new sustainable mobility services that can reduce congestion and pollution, especially 
in urban areas. The Commission will help develop smart systems for traffic management and ‘Mobility as 
a Service’ solutions, through its funding instruments, such as the Connected Europe Facility. The EU 
should in parallel ramp-up the production and deployment of sustainable alternative transport fuels. By 
2025, about 1 million public recharging and refuelling stations will be needed for the 13 million zero- and 
low-emission vehicles expected on European roads. The Commission will support the deployment of 
public recharging and refuelling points where persistent gaps exist, notably for long-distance travel and in 
less densely populated areas, and will launch as quickly as possible a new funding call to support this. 
These steps will complement the measures taken at national level. The Commission will consider 
legislative options to boost the production and uptake of sustainable alternative fuels for the different 
transport modes. The Commission will also review the Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Directive and the 
TEN-T Regulation to accelerate the deployment of zero- and low-emission vehicles and vessels. 
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