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PROBLEMS OF INNOVATIVE DEVELOPMENT OF CIVIL AVIATION               IN AZERBAIJAN

During the 32 years after the restoration of independence, the rapid and innovative development of Azerbaijan's economy was achieved through the successful implementation of a flexible socio-economic policy, the foundations of which were formed in a balanced manner. As a result of large-scale economic reforms carried out for this purpose, stable and sustainable development of all areas related to the production and service sphere, including civil aviation, has been ensured.
Currently, in most of the advanced industrial countries, it is observed that the development of the economy is ensured more and more due to innovative ideas and innovations brought about by artificial intelligence. The tasks of further raising the quality of economic growth in Azerbaijan, providing this growth with the extraction and export of hydrocarbon resources, but also at the expense of scientific factors, forming an innovative economy, and turning innovations into a decisive factor of economic growth are at the fore. In 2012, the establishment of the State Agency for Citizen Service and Social Innovation under the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan (“ASAN Service” and its 21 service centers during the period 2012-2021, on January 10, 2019, showed that innovative development in our country is given great importance. The signing of the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On ensuring coordination in the field of innovative development in the Republic of Azerbaijan" and the provision reflected in this Decree on the preparation of the innovation strategy of our country, as well as the Decree of the President of the Republic of Azerbaijan dated October 11, 2021 under the Ministry of Digital Development and Transport of the Republic of Azerbaijan The establishment of the Innovation and Digital Development Agency, the addition of a separate statistical report on innovation to the list of statistical reports that all industrial enterprises must submit starting from 2014, as well as the implementation of innovations in the Law of the Republic of Azerbaijan "On Investment Activity" adopted in the new edition in 2022 the reflection confirms that it is the first priority direction of investment activity. Innovative development planning at the country level was reflected in the "2022-2026 Social-Economic Development Strategy of the Republic of Azerbaijan" approved in 2022. The strategy clearly shows that successful socio-economic reforms ensure the rapid assimilation of innovations, and further strengthening of the innovation orientation of the national economy is one of the main tasks that must be fulfilled in the next five-year period. For this purpose, it is envisaged to form the necessary ecosystem for the rapid assimilation of innovations in the national economy, to promote innovations, to strengthen the application of modern technological solutions and, on this basis, to increase the efficiency and competitiveness of the economy. As mentioned in the strategy, during 2017-2021, the share of the creative economy in Azerbaijan's GDP increased from 3.5% to 5.3%, the application of the results of intellectual activity in the leading areas of the economy, and support for innovation and creativity expanded. In that document, it is announced that in the next decade, the core of the economic ideology in Azerbaijan will be the creative entrepreneur, productive investments, the development of intellectual property that supports innovation, and a competitive market [1].
At the same time, it is observed that the shares of industrial enterprises that implement technological innovations in the total number of industrial production enterprises, as well as the specific weight of innovative products in the total product of the industry, as well as the shares of high-tech goods in exports and the innovation sector in the country's Gross Domestic Product (GDP) are much lower. According to the data of the State Statistics Committee of the Republic of Azerbaijan (SSC), the share of innovation products in the total industrial product was 0.01% in 2007, and 0.08% in 2020. Statistical figures show that the interest of both private and public sector enterprises in the application of innovations is not at the desired level. So, the amount of expenditure on technological innovations was only 53,273.0 thousand manats in 2005, and in 2020 it will be even more. decreased to 35919.8 thousand manats. However, in 2007, capital investments in industry amounted to 4591 mln. AZN, and 9065.3 million in 2020. manat funds were directed. A number of reasons for the low interest in innovation activities (high cost of innovations, insufficient funds of enterprises, lack of qualified workers, etc.) have been mentioned by industrial enterprises in their statistical reports.
In our country, since 2008, DSK has been publishing a statistical report on the factors that hinder innovation in industrial enterprises. The factors mentioned in those reports are divided into three parts: economic factors, production factors and other reasons. Data from these reports show that 56.6% of all barriers to innovation during 2008-2020 were attributed to economic factors, 25.8% to production factors, and 17.6% to other reasons. The analysis of the degree of influence of individual factors within each group allows to determine the priorities in the elimination of the considered obstacles. Thus, among the economic factors, the largest specific weight belongs to the factor of insufficient funds of industrial enterprises: 18.1% of all obstacles and 32.0% of economic obstacles during 2008-2020 were accounted for by this obstacle [2]. 
One of the important elements of innovation in civil aviation is the training of skilled and professional technicians who will work in this field. Continuous strengthening of civil aviation personnel potential lays the foundation for higher quality and efficient implementation of air transportation. Statistical data show that the role of women in this process is increasing in Azerbaijan. Although even today there is a perception that flying is a male profession, currently 5.8% of civil aviation pilots worldwide are women (compared to 13% in India). Today, 36% of all employees, including 26% of teaching staff, and 31.6% of students are women at the National Aviation Academy (MAA), which trains personnel for the national aviation of Azerbaijan. During its operation, MAA has trained 4 female pilots, and currently 3 girls are continuing their education at the Academy to become pilots in the future. The observed positive dynamics in this direction gives reason to predict that the proportion of women in civil aviation workers will increase in the near future. In other words, it is already becoming a concrete fact that Azerbaijani women will play a special role in strengthening the potential of airmen to protect the airspace of our country [3].
[bookmark: _GoBack]On the other hand, improving the management process of innovation activity in civil aviation enterprises of Azerbaijan and motivating innovative ideas are among the issues on the agenda. In our opinion, for this purpose, preference should be given to adaptive methods in management, establishment of relations with subordinate organizations of AZAL JSC on the basis of the intrapreneurial method, application of the integral method of innovation activity in organizational structures should be accepted as the main directions of the management of innovative development, continuation of state support of innovation activity in the civil aviation system, it is also appropriate to further increase state allocations and loans for innovation activity, to create opportunities to use bank loans for inventors and exporters of innovative products, to form sectoral innovation clusters and to create state holdings consisting of innovation companies.
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